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Inspire. Support. Believe.

A Message from the President

Dear Friends,

As we issue The College Crusade’s 2011 Annual Report Card, | am very proud to tell you
that the organization is fulfilling the promises it made to economically disadvantaged youth —
and to the citizens of Rhode Island — when it was founded in 1989. Crusaders are graduating
from high school at higher rates than their peers in the urban districts we serve. They are

also going on to college at much higher rates than all low-income students in Rhode Island.

While it is very important to ensure that all students have access to college, it is even more
important that they are prepared to succeed when they get there. The best indicators of a
successful transition to college are first-year persistence rates. | am especially proud to
inform you that, based upon an independent study from the Center for Labor Market
Studies at Northeastern University, Crusaders are persisting in higher education at higher
rates than all students at the state’s public colleges. This is a remarkable accomplishment,

given that the vast majority of our students come from low-income families.

As we take this moment to celebrate our accomplishments, we are
working to make our programs even better so that more students
succeed. | am grateful for your interest and investment in

The College Crusade and will keep you informed of our progress.
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Todd D. Flaherty, Ed.D.
President & CEO







